Four Scottish indulgences at Sens
English interest in the great Cistercian abbey of Pontigny was stimulated by the exiles there of two archbishops of Canterbury, Thomas Becket and Stephen Langton. 1 As archbishops of Canterbury, Langton and Edmund of Abingdon made gifts to Pontigny abbey in consideration of the welcome given to Becket.
2 Edmund did not die at Pontigny, but was a confrater of the community, and the abbot claimed the body, asserting that Edmund had expressed a wish to be buried there. The process of canonisation was rapid.
3 After Edmund's canonisation, Henry III sent a chasuble and a chalice for the first celebration of the feast, and granted money to maintain four candles round the saint's shrine. 4 In 1254, en route from Gascony to meet Louis IX in Chartres and Paris, 5 Henry visited Pontigny, as his brother Richard of Cornwall, who seems to have pressed for canonisation, had done in 1247. 6 Archbishop Boniface of Canterbury ordered the celebration of the feast to be observed throughout his province. 7 Pope Alexander IV granted a dispensation to allow Englishwomen to enter the precinct of Pontigny abbey on the feast of the translation of the relics of St Edmund 8 (women were normally forbidden to enter a Cistercian monastery). Matthew Paris, the greatest English chronicler of the age, wrote a life of the saint. 9 English interest continued into the fourteenth century. In 1331 an English priest was given a licence to visit the shrine, 10 but it seems likely that the Hundred Years' War made pilgrimage to Pontigny difficult. 11 The indulgences preserved by the abbey reveal an interest in the shrine throughout the Western It is not possible to establish beyond doubt a connection among the four bishops who granted these indulgences. Clement of Dunblane, a Dominican, and the first friar to become a bishop in Scotland, is the only one of the four known to have written in support of the canonisation. When archbishop of Canterbury, Edmund frequently had Dominicans in his household, and it was two Dominicans, Roger Bacon and the prior of the Dominicans at Oxford, who supplied Oxford University with information for the canonisation. 18 It may be that Clement had met Edmund, or been his pupil, at Paris or Oxford. 19 Clement's letter is imprecise on the subject: 'When I learned from companions, fellow students and brethren . Sealing; foot turned up 2 cms to carry the seal; there is no tag, and the seal is missing, but the presence of two holes suggests that the seal was hung on silk cords, as was the case with two of the other indulgences.
Translation:
To all Christ's faithful to whom these present letters shall come, Peter [Ramsay] by divine mercy minister of the church of Aberdeen, eternal greeting in the lord. Wishing to dispense gladly to faithful people the grace which we receive freely from God, we mercifully relax forty days of the penance enjoined on them to all who, truly confessed and penitent, hand over or transmit anything from their goods in a pious donation to the fabric of the shrine of the blessed confessor Edmund, trusting in the clemency of almighty God, provided that the diocesan gives approval to this our indulgence. Given at Pontigny in the year of the lord 1249. Sealing: the foot turned up 1cm with two holes to take green cords on which the seal is hung. Seal: in very dark green wax, and much damaged at the top and along the edges, so that there is too little of it to establish the inscription. Its size in its present condition is 6 cms by 3 cms. The bishop's head is missing, but the figure is apparently facing forward, left hand holding a crozier and right hand raised in blessing. There is no counter seal. Modern label: sewn on to the turned up foot of the indulgence and inscribed Clemens évêque de Dumblain Translation: To all Christ's faithful to whom the present letters shall come, Brother Clement, by the grace of God bishop of Dunblane, eternal greeting in the lord. Desiring to dispense gladly to faithful people the grace which we accept freely from God, we mercifully relax forty days of the penance enjoined on them to all who, truly confessed and penitent, hand over anything from their goods in a pious donation to the fabric of the shrine of the blessed confessor Edmund, trusting in the clemency of almighty God, provided that the diocesan gives his approval to this our indulgence. Given at ? 32 in the year of the lord 1251. Endorsement: Dunkelden'; and, in a modern hand (eighteenth-century?), Indulgences 1252, and then RICHARDVS DEI GRA DVNALDEN EPS, followed by what must be the inscription on the reverse of the seal before it was damaged (see below). Dimensions: length just over 8 cms at the top, 7.5 cms at the bottom; height 4.2 cms on the left, 4 cms on the right. Sealing: foot turned up 2 cms on the left, 3 cms on the right with two holes to carry the red cords on which the seal is hung. Seal: very dark green wax, rather damaged. Its size in its present condition is approximately 5 cms by 3.5 cms. The bishop's head is missing, as is a large part of the upper right hand area of the seal. The figure faces forward, crozier in left hand, right hand raised in blessing; there is a fleur de lys on each side of the bishop. The reverse of the seal shows a figure kneeling before a seated figure, and is a unique survival. The damaged state of the seal makes it impossible to be sure of the inscription, but the third later endorsement seems to preserve it: DEUS : EXALTA : SCO : MEDIANTE : COLUMBA. Modern label: sewn on to the turned up foot of the indulgence and inscribed Richard évêque de Dunkeld 1252 (Ecosse).
To all Christ's faithful to whom these present letters shall come, R[ichard de Inverkeithing] by divine permission bishop of Dunkeld, eternal greeting in the lord. Desiring to dispense gladly to faithful people the grace which we receive freely from God, we mercifully relax forty days of the penance enjoined on them to all who, truly confessed and contrite, hand over to the fabric of the shrine of the blessed father Edmund something from their goods as a pious donation, trusting in the omnipotence of God, provided that the diocesan gives his approval to this our indulgence. Given at Pontigny in the year of the lord 1252, in the month of June. Dimensions: length 20 cms; height 5.7 cms on the left, 6 cms on the right. Sealing: foot turned up 2 cms on the left, 2.5 cms on the right (partially obscuring the first word of the last line of text) to take the seal tag. The tag survives, but the seal is missing.
To all Christ's faithful to whom the present letters shall come, Robert, by the grace of God bishop of Ross, eternal greetings in the lord. Wishing to dispense gladly to faithful people the grace which we freely receive from God, we mercifully relax forty days of the penance enjoined on them to all who, truly confessed and contrite, come with due devotion for the sake of pilgrimage to the church of the blessed Mary of Pontigny in which the relics of the blessed Edmund, confessor of Christ and pontiff, rest, or hand over to that church something from their goods with pious devotion, trusting in the mercy of almighty God. Given at Brienon-sur-Armaçon on the fifteenth Kalends of August [18 July] 
